
CONTACT US: 

www.peninsulawriters.org 

www.Facebook.com/PeninsulaWriters/ 

For questions about the retreat: 

deborahloar@yahoo.com 

carolgfinke@gmail.com 

For information about graduate credit: 

seneitzel@charter.net 

Why PW Conferences Are Special: 

Peninsula Writers retreats are unusual be-

cause we don’t just gather to talk about writ-

ing and to hear experts expound; we write. 

PW conference participants actually have time 

to compose and share what they have created 

in small writing groups every day. It is why 

we’ve gathered since 1984.  (2019 marks our 

35th anniversary!)  

About Us: 

Peninsula Writers is a non-profit organization 

supporting writers and writing. A group of 

teachers who believed  the best way to teach 

writing was to be a writer incorporated PW in 

1984. Over the years, Peninsula Writers’ role 

has changed to encompass any writer from 

any walk of life. Still, the commitment to 

writing and the process involved, to the en-

couragement of writing, has not changed. We 

continue to celebrate writers and writing. 

Our 2019 Keynote Speaker 

Karen Dionne 
What I Learned from Writing  

My Breakout Book  

When Karen wrote The Marsh King's 

Daughter, a dark psychological suspense 

novel set in Michigan's Upper Peninsula..., 

she had no idea of ... the wild journey she 

was about to embark upon. Praised in The 

New York Times as “Subtle, brilliant and 

mature…as good as a thriller can be,” the 

novel was selected as a 2018 Michigan No-

table Book, took home the Barry Award and 

the Crimson Scribe Award ..., was named 

one of the best books of 2017 by ... many... 

booksellers and reviewers, and is in devel-

opment as a major motion picture.  

 

And yet The Marsh King's Daughter 

is Karen's fourth published novel. What 

made this book different than the rest? How 

can writers use the lessons she learned about 

writing standout fiction to elevate their own 

work? In this presentation, Karen will share 

the six key elements that she believes made 

all the difference. 

Check out Karen’s website at www.karen-

dionne.com for more about her books and 

her career. 

.  

BREAKING OUT! 
PENINSULA WRITERS 

2019 SUMMER  
RETREAT 

JUNE 15-22, 2019 
Guest Speaker:  

Novelist Karen Dionne 
 

 RETREAT INFORMATION 

DATES: 3:30 PM SATURDAY 

JUNE 15 THROUGH 10:00 AM 

SATURDAY, JUNE 22 

PLACE: VILLA GLEN ON GLEN 

LAKE NEAR GLEN ARBOR, 

MICHIGAN 

 

OUR PURPOSE: WRITING 

RETREAT FOR WRITERS  

AND EDUCATORS 



Conference Schedule (subject to change) 

Saturday, June 15, 2019: 

3:30-5:30    Arrivals 

5:30   Small group leaders meeting 

6:00  Mentors meeting 

6:30   Welcome dinner (on the lawn be- 

hind Cottages 9 &10; Rec Room                     

in case of inclement weather);Introductions; 

Meet your small group 

Sunday, June 16: 

1:00  Small Writing Groups 

5:00 Keynote Karen Dionne 

(on the lawn; Rec Room if inclement weather) 

Monday, June 17: 

1:00  Small Writing Groups 

2:30 Large Group Meeting on the lawn 

Tuesday, June 18: 

12:00-1:00ish  Lunch on the Lawn 

1:00 Small Writing Groups 

Wednesday, June 19: 

1:00  Small Writing Groups 

Lots of Free Writing Time 

Thursday, June 20: 

1:00  Small Writing Groups 

2:30 Read-Around Part I  

Friday, June 21: 

1:00  Small Writing Groups 

5:30 Read-Around Part II 

Closing night potluck 

Saturday, June 22: 

8:30  Coffee and good-byes 

10:00  All cottages must be empty 

*** 

Other Fun or Useful Things 

Saturday, June 15, poet Mary 

Ann Samyn will be giving a 

free workshop at the Leland 

Library (time tba) 

From Monday on —Happy 

Hour at cottage 5 

Create a genre-based group 

(poetry, fantasy, cnf, literary 

fiction or whatever) 

Have a picnic on the grass to 

celebrate Walt Whitman’s 

200th birthday 

Get  a new-to-you read at the 

used book sale in the rec room 

See the sunset at Empire Beach 

or visit Sleeping Bear Dunes 

HOUSING FEE DUE IN FULL IF YOU 

CANCEL —Once you commit to attending 

the retreat, your housing fee is due in full 

even if you do not attend after all. Once you 

have reserved your space, if you are unable to 

attend the conference for any reason, you are 

still responsible for paying your full share of the 

housing expense if you or PW cannot find 

someone else to take your place.  When housing 

is reserved, PW guarantees that rental to the 

provider and the housing costs are divided 

among you and your roommates; if you cannot 

attend, that housing cost still has to be covered.  

In an effort to keep conferences as affordable as 

possible, it is Peninsula Writers’ policy not to 

pass this expense to other members sharing that 

room/cottage but to collect the funds from the 

original registrant if a replacement cannot be 

found.  This policy holds true for those receiv-

ing scholarships for housing funds as well.  If 

you have received a scholarship but are unable 

to attend the conference, your scholarship will 

be voided.  If a replacement registrant cannot be 

found, you will be responsible for the full por-

tion of your housing costs. 



Peninsula Writers Retreat at Villa Glen, June 15-22, 2019 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________ 

PW Member? ___Yes ___No (Must be a member to attend con- 

ference; $40 non-refundable membership fee due with registration 

Amount Due with Registration: $265 ($200 housing deposit, $65 

conference fee) for current members; $305 (adding $40 dues) for 

new members 

Roommates preference: _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Cottage Preference:  1)___________________ 2)__________________ 

Do you have difficulty climbing stairs? ___yes ___no 

Are you willing to share cottage with a member of the opposite 

gender? ___ yes ___ No 

Are you requesting a private bedroom? ___yes ___ no  (NOTE: If space 

is available in your cottage, you may request a private room for an additional fee: 

$75 if your cottage is at capacity, $125 if your cottage is not at capacity. Neverthe-

less, a single room cannot be guaranteed. 

Are you applying for PW scholarship assistance? ___ yes ___no (NOTE:all schol-

arship materials due by March 31.  Applications & instructions available at 

www.peninsulawriters.org.  Mail  completed application to Robyn Ford; 1404 Yar-

row Dr.; Holt, MI 48842.) 

Registration is due by Wednesday, April 17.  (Space is limited; no refunds 

after 4/17.)  Send this form and a check payable to Peninsula Writers to 

PW Summer Retreat 2019; c/o SJBTS; P.O. Box 1; St. Johns, MI 48879. 

Balance due will be billed by email and must be paid by June 1.  No pay-

ments can be accepted at the retreat. 

Note: a map and other details about the retreat will be emailed to participants in 

June. 

The per-person housing rates below are based on 

the cottage rental divided by the number of occu-

pants; the full rental must be paid regardless of the 

number of people in the cottage. (Maximums and 

minimums are suggested below.)  Although space is 

limited, we will try to honor specific cottage re-

quests but can’t guarantee you will get your pre-

ferred cottage; attendees and spaces will be 

matched until our Villa Glen capacity is reached. 

You’ll receive your housing confirmation by May 

25; should any changes arise after that date, Deb or 

Carol will contact you directly. 

KEY Q = Queen; T=Twin; TB=Twin Bunks; (Loft: 

must be willing and able to climb a ladder)  

#1 2 bedrooms/ 1 bath/ 2 story; 1 Q + 1 twin (+ 

1 full in loft) (2= $600 each; 3 =$400 each 

but the ladder is very steep)  

#3 1 bedroom/1 bath/2 story ;1 Q (+ 1 Full in 

loft up a steep ladder) ( 2=$500 each)  

#4 2 bedroom/1 bath/ 2 story ; 2 Q (+  1 Full in 

loft reached by spiral staircase)  (2 = $650 

each; 3 =  $440 each) 

#5  4 bedroom/4 bath/ 2 story; I Q; 2 T; 1 Q; 1 

Q  (4= $450; 5 + $ 360) 

#7 2 bedroom/ 2 Bath  1 Q + 1 Q + 1 twin. 

(2=$850 each 3=$570 each)  

#8 2 bedroom/1bath/ 2 story ;1 Q +1 T +2 

bunks (2=$850 each; 3=$570 each; 4 = 

$425 but doesn’t leave much work space)  

#9 3 bedroom,2 bath; 2 story ;1Q + 2T + 2T 

(3=$600 each; 4=$425 each)  

#10 3 Bedroom/2 Bath/ 2 story 2T + 2 T+ 1 

twin/Trundle (3=$600 each; 4=$450 each) 


